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Este artigo apresenta os resultados de um expe-
rimento econémico que investiga em que medi-
da os eleitores punem a corrupgao e a ineficién-

cia dos gastos nas elei¢Oes.

Embora ambos sejam responsaveis por
reduzir o bem-estar social dos eleitores,
eles ndao sdo necessariamente conside-
rados igualmente imorais. A literatura
empirica relativa a autonomia politica
ainda ndo tratou destas duas dimensdes
de calculo da escolha dos eleitores. Nos-
sos resultados sugerem que a moralida-
de e as normas sdo de fato cruciais para
um melhor equilibrio nas votagdes em
sistemas com politicos heterogéneos:
enquanto a corrupgdo sempre é punida,
considerando apenas o interesse proprio
— na auséncia de normas — leva a acei-
tacdo e perpetuacdo de ineficiéncias e
perdas sociais.

BSTRACT

This article reports results from

an economic experiment that

investigates the extent to which

voters punish corruption and
waste in elections. While both are responsible
for reductions in voters’ welfare, they are not
necessarily perceived as equally immoral. The
empirical literature in political agency has not yet
dealt with these two dimensions of voters’ choice
calculus. Our results suggest that morality and
norms are indeed crucial for a superior voting
equilibrium in systems with heterogeneous
politicians: while corruption is always punished,
self-interest alone—in the absence of norms—
leads to the acceptance and perpetuation of
waste and social losses.
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