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Since the end of the 1970s worldwide and in Brazil since the 1990s, public administrations have
undergone transformations in administrative practices and interactions between the state and society. By
incorporating principles of democratic accountability and citizen participation, new institutional practices
have been initiated to enhance the efficiency and economy of public actions. In Brazil, this approach is
commonly called “managerialism” (Bresser-Pereira, 1996).

Furthermore, a movement aimed at enhancing the delivery of public services emerged, focusing on
expanding and strengthening the interactive relationship between the state and society to improve the
performance of public administrations. This movement is known as “new public governance” (Osborne,
2006).

Interactive actions encompass a range of mechanisms, including transparency, social accountability,
and the institutionalization of public policies — coproduction is a significant aspect of this (Ostrom, 1996;
Pestoff, 2006). In this context, there is a growing demand for the expansion of open data initiatives,
transparency, citizen participation, and collaboration with governments to enhance public administration’s
performance and improve the population’s quality of life.

Transparency and the accessibility of public data are core principles of good governance. They are
crucial in bolstering democracy and facilitating more effective social accountability mechanisms to fight
corruption. Beyond merely making information available, these measures empower citizens to understand
the actions of governments, policies, decisions, and overall expenditures, fostering accountability. Kucera et
al. (2013) regard this shift toward open government data as a significant catalyst for open government
policies.
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Thus, the concept of “open government” emerges, bringing together coordinated initiatives and
policies to improve public administration and its relationship with society.

According to Tai (2021) and Pinho and Silva (2019), the last decade has witnessed a significant surge
in academic studies on Open Government. However, Tai (2021) highlights persistent research gaps that
hinder a comprehensive understanding of this phenomenon and the advancement of existing practices. How
is the concept established in the literature? How is it being used and implemented? What results and impacts
can be attributed to these initiatives? According to Piotrowski et al. (2022), other questions can be added,
such as: What is the role of international organizations in this process? How can these be used in some cases
in an opportunistic and “window dressing” way?

In general, open government initiatives propose a new culture of public administration that values
transparency and access to information as fundamental human rights. They also advocate for the reusability
of public sector information (open data), the reinforcement of citizen participation, and the promotion of
collaborative spaces for co-creating and co-producing public value (Ramirez-Alujas, 2012). It is worth noting
that the success of the open model as a management approach hinges on public managers perceiving citizen
participation as beneficial for public administration. This, in turn, involves relinquishing, distributing,
delegating, and sharing power with citizens (Calderon & Lorenzo, 2010).

Hence, there is mounting pressure on governments to unveil the “black boxes” and share public
information, allowing citizens to analyze it for more effective engagement in the public sphere. The citizen
is no longer perceived as a mere customer but rather as a social actor endowed with political and social rights,
assuming the role of a co-producer of public actions. Consequently, we are transcending the realm of open
data and electronic government tools to champion Open Government. As Calderon and Lorenzé (2010, p.
31) assert, the ultimate objective is to engage in democratic governance, adopting social co-responsibility
when elaborating and implementing policies.

Therefore, this call for papers (CFP) seeks articles that critically examine the progress and constraints
of open government practices, encompassing both international examples and specific cases in Brazil.
Authors are encouraged to assess the impacts of legislations such as the Brazilian Freedom of Information
Law (Law 12527, 2011) (Angelico, 2023; Oliveira et al., 2022; Raupp, 2022), the General Data Protection
Law (13709/2018), and the involvement of national and local entities in the Open Government Partnership
(OGP) (Brelaz et al., 2021; Oliveira & Ckagnazaroft, 2023).

Providing government data in a reusable format represents what the literature calls “open data,” which
is a fundamental component of open government, closely linked with principles of participation,
accountability, and technology principles. In open governments, public officials commit to ensuring
transparency by sharing information about their activities, public budgets, and data related to public
administration in a broader sense. In addition, they endeavor to establish participatory and collaborative
processes and assume responsibility for public actions that go beyond financial matters. Therefore, the
availability of open data encompasses accessibility, machine-readability, and the provision of data in free
computational formats.

Another topic welcome in this CFP refers to the analysis of big data or large public datasets. Thanks
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to technological advancements, data analysis has evolved so researchers can work with big data, uncover
patterns, identify trends, and discover previously unknown correlations. It also empowers them to build more
precise machine-learning models, ultimately contributing to the formulation of more efficient and effective
public policies.

Hence, we encourage submissions that harness data science to analyze open data, as they enrich the
foundation for government decision-making and citizen participation. We also welcome critical studies that
delve into the risks, constraints, and disparities associated with data science applications in the context of
open government data.

However, it is crucial to acknowledge that technological advancements should not exacerbate social
exclusion. The tools used to disseminate open data must be accessible, user-friendly, and comprehensible to
the entire population. As such, we welcome submissions that explore the intersection of digital inclusion
with transparency and open data initiatives. These contributions should bring empirical experiences and
theoretical reflections into the discussion to mitigate socio-digital inequalities.

Embracing the open government approach is instrumental in bolstering democracy. Governments can
enhance their accountability and responsibility mechanisms concerning the allocation of public resources
while also fostering citizen participation in the decision-making process. When information is open and
easily accessible, the public can more effectively exercise its role in social accountability. Additionally,
oversight institutions can better monitor government actions, potentially curbing corruption and promoting
efficiency practices within the public sector.

Moreover, initiatives that engage citizens in government decision-making are crucial in advancing
open government. These initiatives enable citizens to provide contributions, suggestions, and well-founded
criticisms, fostering increased trust in public institutions and encouraging active participation in shaping
public policies.

As a suggestion but without exhausting the possibilities, we recommend sending articles that deal with
the central theme and its relationships with the following subtopics:

e Concepts and theoretical principles related to open government.

e The impact of open government on public transparency.

The role of politics and bureaucracy in introducing and implementing open government policies in

public administration.

The relationship between the state and society: citizen participation and coproduction.

Addressing socio-digital inequalities and proposing solutions to mitigate them.

Critical examinations of legislation regulating open government.

Experiences with open data in the public sector at various government levels, including their

limitations and potential.

e [Experiences with digital transformations and critical reflections within the context of public
administration.

e The significance of open government within the framework and experiences of smart cities.

e C(Case studies of open government initiatives at the national and international levels.
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Impact assessments of open government policies.

The use of information technologies for implementing open government.

Issues related to information security and the protection of public data.

Ensuring the quality and accessibility of public data.

Exploration of supervised and unsupervised machine learning models applied to open data.
Critical reflections, analyses, and insights derived from big data.

SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS:
Theoretical or theoretical-empirical articles will be accepted, observing the general formatting and other
guidelines in the “Articles” section of the CGPC Author Guidelines, available at
https://periodicos.fgv.br/cgpc/autor.

Submitted papers must not have been published, accepted for publication, or be under consideration for
publication in another journal. Suitable works will be submitted to the peer review process. If you have any
questions about this CFP, send a message to Alex Bruno F. M. do Nascimento, alexbruno.fmn@gmail.com.

Complete information about this CFP and the journal is available at
https://periodicos.fgv.br/cgpc/about/submissions. If you have any questions about these formats, please
contact cadernosgpc-redacao@fgv.br

ABOUT CARDERNOS GESTAO PUBLICA E CIDADANIA (CGPC):

CGPC is an open-access journal published exclusively online. Paper submissions, double-blind review, and
publication are conducted through Open Journal Systems (OJS). CGPC does not charge an APC (Article
Processing Charge).
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